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Bankruptcy Rate and
Related Issues

Bankruptcies in Canada
jumped by 47% in December,
2008, compared to December
a year earlier, it was reported
by the Office of the Superin-
tendent of Bankruptcy, an
agency of Industry Canada.

Personal bankruptcies in-
creased by 50.1% to 7,821 in-
dividuals between December
2007 and December, 2008.
The expectation is that the ris-
ing trend will continue as un-
employment continues to rise
in coming months.

There were 478 business
bankruptcies in December,
2008, an increase of 2.4%
compared to December, 2007.

There were 96,774 bank-

ruptcies in Canada in 2008, an
increase of 12.3% compared
to 2007, with a great increase
in the last three months.

Bankruptcy trustees are
among the few businesses
adding staff.

The housing market is in
decline, with lower prices re-
alized in fewer sales across
Canada. In addition, Central
Mortgage and Housing Corp.
reports an 11% drop in hous-
ing starts.

Lenders are increasing the
cost of borrowing and debt,
while critics doubt that the
Harper government’s effort to
regulate credit card lending
through its budgetary meas-

ures will have much effect.

Instead of controlling rising
interest rates and fees by im-
posing caps, the Conserva-
tives want to educate consum-
ers about credit while requir-
ing better disclosure by banks
which issue credit cards.

While most Canadians pay
their credit card balances in
full each month, many others
have rising unpaid balances on
which rates and fees are in-
creasing.

The Retail Council of
Canada criticizes the lack of
action on controlling fees paid
by merchants and others who
accept credit cards. The
Council says that in Canada
these fees are among the
highest in the world.

Credit cards are issued by
more than 23 companies.

We Win Race
to the Bottom

The conservative politicians
of all parties have finally ac-
complished what was long dis-
cussed by taking Canada to
the bottom of developed coun-
tries in provision of day care.

The United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund, in a report issued
in December, 2008, indicated
that Canada and Ireland were
the worst of 25 countries, be-
hind even the United States,
meeting just one of 10 criteria
on early childhood services.
The USA met three.

Among the items studied by
the survey were availability,
affordability and quality of day
care, parental leave, and over-
all governmental spending.
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There is concern about this
poor showing for a number of
reasons. One is that lack of
child care services is keeping
people out of the work force;
another is that good quality
early childhood services pro-
vide a solid foundation for
academic success.

UNICEF estimates that
every dollar spent on early
childhood care and education
can return as much as $8.00
in economic benefits to a
country. This includes the pro-
ductive work of parents who
are enabled to get productive
work and pay taxes, the eco-
nomic activity generated by
the establishment of the re-
quired facilities, the increased
long-range productivity of the
child, and others.

The conservative mantra,
however, is that government
can do nothing useful that the
private sector can not do bet-
ter. Therefore, for example,
instead of establishing child
care facilities, the government
of Canada gives parents a
$100.00 monthly taxable
cheque. The result is that
families can not find the af-
fordable facilities they need.

Again, the conservatives of
all parties repeatedly promise
to reduce childhood poverty in

Check your
label at left. Is it
time to renew?
Why not do it
now?

Canada, and they repeatedly
fail to keep their promises.

Part of the reason for the
failure is the unwillingness to
commit resources to the task,
unwillingness based on hostil-
ity to publicly funded pro-
grams.

Another part of the reason
is the wrong-headed approach
of directing anti-poverty
measures at the child. This
leads to such absurdities as
providing resources to chil-
dren, but taxing them back
from the parents.

Anybody but a conserva-
tive understands that, as a
rule, children are poor because
their parents are poor. Any
effort to eliminate poverty
among children while leaving

Canada’s Decline
Continues

While Canadian Prime Min-
ister Harper was travelling to
meetings where he bragged
about the state of the Cana-
dian economy and urged gov-
ernments, to follow our good
example, back at home the
economy continued to im-
plode.

In addition to rising num-
bers of bankruptcies and in-
creasing unemployment, Can-
adarang up a $3.2 billion trade
deficit in December, 2008, the
first since March, 1976.

Imports fell by 5.7% to
$38.5 billion, in December, but
exports dropped even faster
— 97% to $35.3 billion. Vari-
ous analysts, like BMO Capi-
tal Markets deputy chief
economist Douglas Porter, do
not see a speedy recovery.
Low prices for commodities,
especially raw materials, and
weak US sales could mean
continuing deficits in coming
months, and even years.

their families in need is bound
to fail. The exception would
be to remove children from
their families, and raise them
in institutions (privately oper-
ated, of course) — but there
is no lack of experience show-
ing how well that works.

And so Canada can bask in
the glory of its ideologically
won position at the bottom of
developed countries when it
come to providing for our chil-
dren and their families.

And Another Scandal

George “The Torturer”
Bush, Prime Minister Harp-
er’s soul-mate, left a legacy
of which the new administra-
tion and most thinking Ameri-
can people are thoroughly
ashamed. The new adminis-
tration of President Obama is
attempting to undo some of the
damage done by President
Bush.

Part of the process is to
eliminate such abominations
as the prison in Guantanamo,
the use of torture on detain-
ees, and other savage ex-
cesses in the supposed war on
terror.

Prime Minister Harper was
proud to stand by George
Bush on most issues, and in
particular, was happy to allow
Bush justice to run its course,
regardless of how contrary
the course was to international

law, human decency or com-
mon sense.

Prime Minister Harper,
alone among the leaders of
developed nations, allowed a
citizen of his country to be vic-
timized by the excesses of
George Bush, leaving Omar
Khadr as a victim of Bush bar-
barism. With a new president
in place, Mr. Harper persists
in following the policies of the
former president.

The new president, Barack
Obama, wants a new direc-
tion, and he will have it. Prime
Minister Harper will have no
option but to accept the repa-
triation of Omar Khadr. The
Prime Minister can accept the
inevitable with good grace,
helping the President, or he
can be compelled to accept
the inevitable, earning the dis-
favour of President Obama.

Canada still had a trade sur-
plus, but a much reduced one,
with the United States.

The United States also had
a trade deficit, but it was the
lowest in almost 6 years at
$US39.9 billion.

Prime Minister Harper
hopes that a recent drop in the
value of our dollar will in-
crease sales abroad. The poor
trade figures, combined with
high job loss levels, could lead
to a March interest rate cut
by the Bank of Canada.

Questions have been raised
about the adequacy of the
$US790 billion stimulus plan.
It is generally agreed that,
unless the US economy re-
covers, Canadian perform-
ance will continue to slump.
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Much Hype, Little Benefit

For many people, the dis-
cussion which follows will be
academic. These are the peo- = CONOMm S ali ers—
ple who desperately need
help. Among them are fami- Bakhing Amé¢richii ¢ar malkery Hap [ong baeh b favourt
lies who have to decide te-getiyity ofimeny toHpytheteadetgritiesHag-gtand
whether to pay the rent or buy dd{criti¢ikm s thatlthe Athérfchnslard iidréspodsivie [t
some medication, whether to matketttendsamd-thatitheuntomzed phantsgvenpay thet
spend money on food or on ethploveed [The edrimakers respond that the broblem!s
some winter clothing, or which heEgo Y, Wi thg ymomigadyrs Say thataboucpin
overdue bill to pay. To these bensatioh rdteslalrd 4 minol bdrt dflchit prickd.
people, choosing between an oW _1hat there [are] produiciion quis| 0] Japaniese| qar
RRSP and a TFSA is an ab- el luitin e votalin-Eanadta—ddlo i efsl-helzdals
stract exercise, removed from eCliing shle$.[oh¢ might dxpeéct sdnielchangp in t
reality. dhiadoptr Cputmptagehehan ]P sbeanreridetit:

As unemployment and un- Tdvbe it {sitHele¢dnbiny, bhtlthel fbl \;‘:ﬁ]v clader fiit
deremployment grow, the TS W ToTtme OIS fanT rhout INprth
number of people in these cir- eticanl gas loizzlerd until ithel leaders! ¢hiangdel thei
cumstances increases. These hetorif I WIEi s fmprohaple
people, some working full

time (perhaps at several jobs),

some not, get no benefit from And to withdraw money from The short answer to all the
RRSPs or TFSAs or other theaccountatany time, with- questions is that, for the most
great savings opportunities. out any obligation to make up part and for most people, es-
The programs which would the withdrawals or pay taxes pecially in today’s economy,
help them, like EI or other in- on the amount withdrawn —  the benefit is little to nothing.
come-support programs, if sounds much better than an This “savings” plan could
they are addressed at all, are RRSP. even cost you money, so make
changed, as often as not, to People were asking each sure you know what you are
make them less instead of other whether this was truly getting!
more accessible. After all, we a great savings vehicle. One thing to look out for is
wouldn’t want to give them an Most of the writing about unreal marketing pitches. The
excuse to slack off. TFSA has followed the gov- Royal Bank of Canada, for

So the governments tend to  ernment’s line, treating this example tells you that
concentrate on making the so- new savings vehicle as a mar-  $5000.00 contributed annually
called middle class feel bet- vellous inducement to save, atthe beginning of each year
ter, without making them especially among those who into a TFSA will grow to
much better off in reality. That usually do not, and especially $194,964 in 20 years, com-
explains why, a little while ago, to save for special things like pared to $156,258 outside the
there suddenly arose a great a trip or a car, for which an TFSA. Over a period of 20
stir about a great new savings RRSP does not work. Some years, the difference between
vehicle which would provide writers have been more bal- the amount accumulated in a
amazing tax benefits withalot anced, however, and Ellen regularsavings accountand a
more flexibility than an RRSP  Roseman in particular, writing TFSA would be $38,706, ac-
provides. At least, so we were in The Toronto Star, sug- cording to this RBC informa-
told about the tax-free savings gested asking questions about tion. Sounds great — an av-

account. rates, fees, charges. erage benefit/advantage of
Of course, people were in- Now that financial institu- about $2000.00 yearly is not
terested in an opportunity to tions are advertising their of- to be sneezed at.
earn income on savings of up ferings for tax-free savings The finer print tells you that
to $5000.00 annually without accounts, the questions take on  the assumptions are a 6% an-
paying tax on the interest or some immediacy. nual interest rate and a 32%
dividends or capital gains. income tax rate. There is no
mention of any bank service
] T ] charges.
If you know of an invest-
'A ment available today that ac-
tually offers 6% annually on
Oppoditigntleader Michac¢Hlgnatieff has drawinlatfai a $5000.00 investment, please
ATAQUNT Q1 [CIiligisgnn fof ik gqclslontd give Hrinne a NLn let me in on it. While running
stetHiatpes4free—bpashoh el Hudddt! athdr [Hhanlde its TFSA information on its
manding reguldr rdplotty byl the gdvietniment] Amobngth web site, with its 6% assump-
critres-was Thomas-Watke S Wit t 1§ i fre—Foyania St tiOl’l, the RBC was actually
NI WhTkdnh uhlikie lsdnhe dfth ﬂﬂrc fids edskd offering 2.6% as its highest
spetifie tancyriy abput B¢t hudget mmptgmen rate — on GICs with a 10-
ation bill | Tw hdioric hdefnls hé falisked 4ré th tacky year term! Its savings ac-
hie [ public Jector woikers [amnd (o [Women.| Hg aip counts were paying a maxi-
Ntk ds e el enleb-enprbapenta asdsJane mum 2.25%, with most pay-
opseninp pt dviersight ot fdr¢ipn invdstmient and rasiric ing less than 1%, and some
toHsoRforetEtavwnetshi actually paying 0% — yes, 0
he atfack o dal equiity Idr wiombr indvek ¢dmjpllain s as in zero!
rrpnrtherfederathymamrights tonmmsston-tptherecoliee In a large ad in a Toronto
1vel Hargainingiprdceeds ! Thieleourtsisfobpeld lalsimilar gt daily, the Toronto Dominion
ark pDrteniq  Mike THarTst: Bank was offering a 5-year
Whilelnpt talting isque dwith the oovernent’s Hmiting plan: invest $5000.00 each
D1 qivil Selviqe PRy Talsid 1011976 annpalily[ o1 the nox year for five years in GICs,
vrolviche-nialenprheledgsrdtiohdtib-to 2D dhe ds-=in and earn 8% in the fifth year
ulry o i sple]. Thils fdo[npaly[I¢ald [td 4 ¢ojutftichdllenge — but only 1.5% the first
M Watkiom LUl\]l,lLC,‘ wttrseemsthatrStephet year.
Hhrpéer 1k ST Stebhein [Harpelr " [And [hé lcad $df [afwh Other banks were offering
Wit tbedapseof the Efbetatsi Ity sppport similar rates.
! So, suppose you actually

|
grorZc

have $5000.00 to invest in a
GIC or some other asset in a
TFSA. And suppose, too, that  feature. Fine, but be careful.
you buy into the Toronto Do- Withdrawing early from a
minion plan, which pays a GIC may mean losing all the
whopping 1.5%. At the end of interest, or may incur another
the year, you would have penalty. Buying and selling
earned $75.00 interest on your  bonds usually involves a com-
$5000.00 investment. For the mission, and current interest
moment, let us ignore bank rates are low. Other invest-
fees and charges. ments may lose their value,
Of course, you could have instead of appreciating in to-
earned that same amount just day’s economy.
investing in a 1.5% GIC or Be aware, too, that with-
even a savings account. So drawals count against your
what is the benefit? The great investment limit — you can
benefit so highly touted by the not put the money back into
government is in the income your account until the follow-
tax saved with a TFSA. What ing year.
does that actually mean? Other than during the initial
If you are paying income scramble to draw your invest-
taxes at 32% on your last tax- ment, when banks may waive
able dollar, then you are mak- their usual fees, as a come-
ing a lot more money than on, it can be expected that
most people do. More prob- over the longer term banks will
ably, like most people, youare charge at least their usual
paying 25% or less (counting fees and charges for whatever
both federal and provincial in- type of account and type of
come taxes) on your marginal investment you choose. If you
taxable dollar. save $20.00 in taxes, and
Even if the banks number spend twice that on fees and
is right for you, you would be charges, the account is cost-
saving about one third of ing you money, not saving it
$75.00, which is the magnifi- for you.
cent sum of — wait for it — Senior citizens can escape
$25.00! For the rest of us, it service charges on some ac-
would range from $0.00 for counts at some banks. Under
those not earning enough to other circumstances, you will
pay taxes (so where do they find service charges. On one
get money to save?) to about of my accounts, Scotiabank
$19.00 annually. Try not to recently added a new fee (a
spend it all in one place! record-keeping fee!) raising
On the other hand, consider the charges from about $3.00
a$5000.00 contribution intoan monthly to about $5.00 a
RRSP. That immediately re- monthly on that account.
duces your taxable income by If saving $5000.00 annually
$5000.00, so your immediate were easy, everyone would
tax saving is about $1666.00 retire with an adequate nest
if you live in the world of egg, with good tax saving
RBC, orabout $1000.00 if you through an RRSP. Most peo-
live in Ontario and still have a ple do not have an RRSP and
good job. many others have a very small
Why, then, would someone RRSP. The main reason is that
use a TFSA instead of an most people find it hard to
RRSP? scrape together something to
Some people actually have save — and if they save some-
too much money, and are re- thing this month, an emer-
duced to looking for little bits  gency may require the money
and pieces of savings. The to be spent next month.
RRSP contributions are All in all, the TFSA may,
maxed out. If your tax rate is under some circumstances,
truly high, you can make this actually provide a benefit, but

work. maybe the best idea is to pay
Some people like the with- a bit more on your mortgage.
draw-anytime-without-tax — Wilfred Szczesny
1 T
H
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Its Existence Mattered

An Editorial by Wilfred Szczesny

With the celebrations of the 90th anniversary of the
AUUC coming to an end, it is appropriate to recapitulate
the significance of the organization in those 90 years. In
March, 1988, The Ukrainian Canadian carried an arti-
cle answering the question “Why should anyone care?”
Here are some of the ideas contained in that article:

The decision to build the Ukrainian Labour Temple
because the Ukrainian Canadian community in Winnipeg
had grown to the point where renting facilities was not
enough. The level of support across Canada shows that
the need was real and widespread.

The decision to build was made by left-thinking Ukrain-
ian people in Canada, with an interest in politics and cul-
ture in both the narrowest and broadest sense of those
terms. They had a grand view: to create a “true Temple
of Labour for the entire mass of Ukrainian workers in
Canada..., propagating words of truth and science which
alone can liberate us from the chains of slavery”.

Perhaps the first importance of the building of the
Ukrainian Labour Temple was its role in unifying multi-
tudes of progressive Ukrainian Canadians across the
country.

The Ukrainian Labour Temple Association, and then
the Ukrainian Labour-Farmer Temple Association, set out
to raise the ethnic and class consciousness of its mem-
bers, to educate them, and to give them a new sense of
dignity. These militant, class-conscious workers were the
gift the ULFTA brought to the struggles of Canadian
working people, whether in the trade unions or in other
social movements. In the process, the ULFTA, and then
the AUUC, kept progressive ideas alive in the Ukrainian
Canadian community. At the same time they challenged
the view that all Ukrainian Canadians held right-wing
views.

The ULFTA and AUUC also kept the doors to Ukraine
open during the existence of the Union of Soviet Social-
ist Republics, when the right-wing organizations did all
they could to isolate Soviet Ukraine. The AUUC (and
very few others) had a program which showed Canadi-
ans, including other Ukrainian Canadians, repeatedly that
Ukrainian culture continued to live in its homeland. This
program created lines of communications between
Ukraine and Ukrainian Canadians.

As an organization, primarily, of the first and second
waves of Ukrainian immigration to Canada, and their

(Continued on Page 14.)
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Obama and the US
Economic Crisis

Now that Barack Obama
has been sworn in as Presi-
dent of the United States and
a new Administration has
been formed, two challenging
issues will need to be ad-
dressed: first, whether the
Obama Administration will be
able to revitalize and sustain
the growth of the American
economy; and second,
whether the Obama Adminis-
tration has the capacity to
give new direction to the dis-
credited American foreign
policy.

A number of hypotheses
can be put forth in attempting
to determine how the new
Administration is likely to
cope with the two issues men-
tioned. However, the most
plausible one is that the
Obama Administration will try
to rejuvenate the economy and
will sustain a sluggish econo-
my over a period of time, but
will not be able to resolve the
economic crisis. And it is fairly
safe to state that much of the
substance of American for-
eign policy will remain un-
changed, accept for some mi-
nor variations.

In examining the American
domestic situation, it is clear
that President Obama and his
newly installed team are in-
heriting an economy in sham-
bles, with a high rate of home
foreclosures, increasing finan-
cial bankruptcies, spiralling
unemployment approaching
double digits, and a national
debt close to $US 10 trillion.
While the Bush presidency
injected some $US 350 billion
to bail out Wall Street finan-
cial institutions, it has been
clearly revealed that the
money merely flowed to bail
out CEO’s, who received
hefty bonus payments, and
buttress lucrative dividends
that went to shareholders. Lit-
tle money, if any, was directed
to help resuscitate the ailing
economy.

Robert Reich, a senior
economist and advisor to
President Obama, recently
stated that the solution to the
American economic crisis
must involve massive infusion
of capital into infrastructure,
health, and social programs in
an effort to generate the nec-
essary immediate income and

From Our

Readers

I wish that I could take part
in all the things that are going
on in the cities, Calgary espe-
cially.

Keep up the good work.
— Kay (Wusyk) Wintonyk

Medicine Hat, Alta.

spending power of wage earn-
ers and consumers. [t remains
to be seen in the months
ahead how effective the
Obama team will be in imple-
menting the Keynesian eco-
nomic strategy of massive
priming of the economy.

However, sustaining eco-
nomic growth and maintaining
momentum of development in
the economy is another mat-
ter.

While rejuvenation of the
economy is critical, sustaining
the growth of the economy
and focusing on the inherent
contradictions of the economy
are equally crucial in the con-
text of a global slow-down.
The fundamental contradiction
of the American economy is
that, in the decades following
World War II, enormous
wealth, particularly in the
form of capital, concentrated
in a relatively small section of
the population. This develop-
ment ultimately and inevitably
undermined and diminished
the essential purchasing power
of American wage earners.
The Bush Administration was
incapable of isolating the main
contradiction of the economy,
and thus, was unable to iden-
tify the root cause of the cri-
sis. The contentious issue of
“purchasing power “ remained
unresolved, which finally
brought the American econ-
omy to a crisis point.

Failure of federal authori-
ties under the Bush Adminis-
tration to monitor activity and
enforce regulations governing
lending practices of real es-
tate, banking and financial in-
stitutions precipitated a severe
housing and financial crisis
which triggered the downward
deflationary spiral of the
American economy.

Currently, American corpo-
rations are experiencing great
difficulty in disposing of their
surplus production. The pro-
tectionist economic policies of

MARCH 2009

other competitive capitalistic
market economies are being
closely guarded, and trade ri-
valry appears to loom on the
horizon. One can safely state
that the sector of American
corporate industry that is
closely associated with arma-
ments production will continue
to engage lobbyists to pres-
sure the Obama team for the
continuation and expansion of
the war in Afghanistan and
elsewhere. Wars are ex-
tremely profitable, and Ameri-
can corporate industry ben-
efited enormously from previ-
ous wars in the post-World
War II period. The escalating
war in Afghanistan opens up
new market opportunities for
American industry and is
likely to help sustain a rejuve-
nated economy, albeit a strug-
gling and sluggish one.

Barack Obama and his
close associates have assem-
bled a powerful and extraor-
dinary team to cope with the
American crisis. There is am-
ple evidence to suggest that
the Obama team, basing its
stimulus package on 5% of the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), will most likely suc-
ceed in “kick-starting”, reju-
venating and sustaining a slug-
gish economy. It is interesting
to note that the entrenched
“American Power Structure”,
the “Military-Industrial Com-
plex” as referred to by Presi-
dent Eisenhower, is prepared
and willing to make some con-
cessions to Congress, and is
encouraging Obama to imple-
ment an effective stimulus
package to revive the econo-
my. It is no accident that War-
ren Buffet, an American eco-
nomic tycoon, is an advisor to
the Obama team, and it is no
accident that Pat Robertson,
of the Evangelical Right, and
closely connected with corpo-
rate America, recently ex-
tolled the virtue of Barack
Obama.

Because of the catastro-
phic implications of a global
economic melt-down, there is
reason to believe that corpo-
rate America is willing to
make concessions and coop-
erate with the Obama Admin-
istration in efforts to avert a

(Continued on Page 14.)

SEE US ON THE WEB!

Edmonton AUUC, Trembita Ensemble

www.ukrainiancentre-edm.ca

Regina AUUC, Poltava Ensemble
http://www.poltava.ca/

Taras Shevchenko Museum:
www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum

ADVERTISING
RATES
1 page $600.00
1/2 $350.00
Smaller Ads:
$5.00 per col./cm
(or $12.50 per col./inch)
Plus G.S.T.

We invite readers to
submit their views in let-
ters to the editor. Letters
must be signed. Letters
may be edited, but their
sense will not be
changed.
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Ukrainian News Briefs Selected by George Borusiewich

Most Popular
Children’s
Names

Nazar and Anastasia were
the most popular children’s
names in Ukraine in 2008.

According to the press-
service of the Justice Minis-
try of Ukraine, around 30
names have been most popu-
lar in Ukraine last year.

The most popular female
names were: Anastasia,
Angelina, Alina, Daria
(Daryna), Diana, Kateryna,
Maria, Natalia, Sophia, Yulia,
Victoria, Yelyzaveta, Anna,
Veronica, Ulyana, Oleksan-
dra, and Christina.

The most popular male
names were: Nazar, Danylo,
Maksym, Vladyslav, Mykyta,
Artem, Kyrylo, Yegor, Illya,
Andriy, Bohdan, Denys,
Dmytro, Yaroslav, Oleksan-
der, and Volodymyr.

According to the Justice
Minister, some Ukrainians
preferred extraordinary
names. Thus, lately in Ukr-
aine, boy’s names such as
Khrystofor, Adam, Franko,
Atos, and Spartak have been
registered.

Unusual girl’s names that
have been registered recently
include Vesna, Krasunya,
Madonna, Danaya, Sara,
Malka, Zinaida, and Maya.

The Great
Chess Doping
Scandal

Steroids build muscles,
right? Are there chemicals
available that improve brain
activity?

Ukrainian Grandmaster
Vassily Ivanchuk refused to
submit a urine sample for a
drug test at the recent Chess
Olympiad in Dresden (Ger-
many) and is now considered
guilty of doping.

Professional chess player
Ivanchuk, born in Berezhany,
Ukraine, in 1969, has been a
grandmaster for the past 20
years. He is currently ranked
third in the world.

The man with the black
hair and “bedroom eyes” is
known as “Big Chucky” by his
fellow chess players. Why?
Because, after losing a game,
he goes into the forest at night
and howls at the moon to
drive out the demons; because
he likes to sit in dark rooms;
because he usually looks at
the ceiling instead of the chess
board during a match.

After the last match in the
Chess Olympiad (which he
lost), he was asked by a judge
to submit to a drug test. In-
stead, he stormed out of the
room, kicked a concrete pillar
in the lobby, pounded a
counter top in the cafeteria
with his fists, and then van-
ished into a cloakroom.

Throughout this performance,
he was followed by a handful
of officials.

No one could convince
Ivanchuk to provide a small
amount of urine for the test.

The incident in Dresden,
and the possibility of a profes-
sional ban for Ivanchuk has
caused outrage in the chess
world.

Drug tests were introduced
at international chess tourna-
ments in 2001. The World
Anti-Doping Agency classifies
chess as a “low risk sport”,
and so far no one has been
convicted of doping.

Ivanchuk was in Spain last
month, where he played and
won a tournament in the re-
sort town of Benidorm.

“What happened in Dres-
den is total insanity, but these
kinds of dramas happen in our
world,” he said. “I simply left
after the match. I didn’t lis-
ten to the man who was
speaking to me. I had never
seen him before. In fact, to this
day I don’t know who he is.”

The chess world waits, with
bated breath.

Ukrainian Arms
Ship Freed

The Ukrainian ship MV
Faina has finally been freed.
After having been hijacked
for 134 days by Somali pirates
off the coast of Africa, the ship
and its crew of mainly
Ukrainian sailors has been
released. The initial ransom
demand of $35 million was re-
duced, after much haggling, to
$3.2 million.

The cargo consisted of 33
Soviet battle tanks, grenade
launchers, anti-aircraft missile
launchers, and 14,000 rounds
of ammunition.

The destination of the ship
and its cargo was mired in
controversy. Officially, the
cargo was destined for
Kenya, but sources later con-
firmed that the deadly ship-
ment was in fact financed by
the United States and headed
for the civil war in South Su-
dan.

To add insult to injury, the
ship owner, Israeli-Ukrainian
businessman Vadim Alperin,
deducted $200 from the sal-
ary of each sailor to pay for
telephone conversations they
had during their four-month
captivity.

The indignant sailors de-
scribed that deduction as “a
cynical attempt to save money
at the expense of the captured
crew.”

Ukrainian
Black
Tomatoes

For many years, a Califor-
nia-based garden retailer,
TomatoFest Garden Seeds,
has predicted what will be the

year’s most popular heirloom
tomato varieties. (Heirloom
tomato seeds are those which
have been passed down by
farmers through the genera-
tions and are 50 years, or
more, old.)

Black tomatoes are high on
the list again this year because
they are popular among grow-
ers and chefs and continue to
be best-sellers at product mar-
kets, said TomatoFest founder
Gary Ibsen. He said that these
tomatoes trace back to the
southern Ukraine during the
early 19th century.

“They originally existed in
only a small region of the
Crimean Peninsula. Soon they
were showing up as new va-
rieties in many shapes and
sizes and began to appear
throughout the territories of
the former Soviet Union.

“Then they began turning
up in the former Yugoslavia,
Germany, and the United
States.”

Shall we try them?

Sneaking Into
NATO

The Ukrainian Foreign Min-
istry is planning to prepare the
first one-year national pro-
gram for Ukraine’s integration
into the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (a military alli-
ance led by the United
States).

“We hope to have the first
one-year national program
approved in March-April and
will actually start implement-
ing it,” Foreign Minister Volo-
dymyr Ohryzko told reporters
in Kyiv last month.

A group of experts from the
NATO Secretariat will arrive
shortly, marking the beginning
of a Ukrainian-NATO “rap-
prochement,” he said.

“Today we have a target
plan for 2009 and we are plan-
ning to transform it into a one-
year national program,” the
minister explained. “The pro-
gram will consist 95% of the
target plan, hence it is safe to
say that its implementation
has already started.” (my
emphasis — GB)

Thus, without prior approval
by Parliament and in direct
opposition to the frequently-
and clearly-stated wishes of
the Ukrainian people, Presi-
dent Viktor Yushchenko is
slipping Ukraine into NATO
by the back door.

So much for “Orange” de-
mocracy.

Flight of
Passion

Ukrainian circus artists won
a gold medal at the recent
Monte Carlo Circus Festival.

Olesia Shula is a former
athlete, Dmytro Hryhorov is a
professional trapeze artist,
and together they make a

team that won the Golden
Clown Award, the highest
award of the most prestigious
festival of circus art, with their
number called “Flight of Pas-
sion.”

This is the second time in
Ukraine’s history that the cir-
cus counterpart of the cin-
ematographic Oscar prize
went to Ukrainian artists
(equilibrist Anatoli Zalevsky
was the first to win it).

Princess Stephanie of Mo-
naco presented the winners
with the award, while the
world’s elite, members of
royal families, Hollywood
stars, and other honoured
guests of the festival gave
them a standing ovation.

After their return to Ukr-
aine, Olesia and Dmytro were
given a reception in Kyiv that
was fit for triumphant victors.

The Ministry of Culture and
Tourism awarded Olesia and
Dmytro with the title of Mer-
ited Artists of Ukraine.

Said Dmytro, “We still can-
not believe in our victory, for
this award is the highest rec-
ognition we could ever dream
about. But when we were pro-
nounced winners, our joy was
boundless.”

No Russian
Poetry

In Ukraine’s capital city of
Kyiv, the senior pupils in
School #22 were holding a
contest, in time for St. Valen-
tine’s Day, for which the par-
ticipants were to prepare a
song, a dance, and a short per-
formance.

A girl and a boy — Lilya
Mikhailova and Sasha Pushka
— prepared to perform an ex-
tract from Yevgeny Onegin
by the famous Russian poet
Aleksandr Pushkin.

Their presentation was
stopped by the jury, and the
boy was told to translate, on
the spot, Pushkin’s Russian
words into Ukrainian. Sasha
tried to do so, but was soon
stopped again.

The jury then told Lilya to
perform her part, which, of
course, was also in Russian.

After the contest was over,
the two that were reciting in
“the wrong language” were
told that they were disquali-
fied because they performed
in Russian.

(If the students in Kyiv re-
cited Shakespeare’s Hamlet
in English, would they still be
banned for reciting in “the
wrong language?” If a student
in Canada recited Taras Shev-
chenko’s poetry in Ukrainian,
would he be banned for recit-
ing in “the wrong language”?)

Rivals Battle

Ukraine’s prime minister
survived a no-confidence vote
in parliament several week’s
ago, but a deepening economic

slump and savage political in-
fighting spell trouble for the
country’s two American-lean-
ing leaders.

With the approach of presi-
dential elections in the next
year, President Viktor
Yushchenko and Prime Min-
ister Yulia Tymoshenko have
been spending increasing time
blazing guns at each other
rather than in “minding the
store”. Each is blaming the
other for a botched response
to the economic crisis.

(Millions of layoffs are ex-
pected in Ukraine’s heavy in-
dustries in the coming months,
and unemployment is expected
to hit levels unseen since the
installation of capitalism.)

Diplomats say that Presi-
dent Yushchenko and Prime
Minister Tymoshenko have all
but given up governing, and
their rivalry is jeopardizing
Ukraine’s ability to meet the
requirements of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (an
American “World Bank”),
which extended to Ukraine a
$16.5 billion rescue package
last fall.

Ukraine’s industrial produc-
tion fell by 26% in 2008, and
its currency has lost a third of
its value since last summer.

Yushchenko and Tymo-
shenko have often fought
since the so-called Orange
Revolution that swept them to
power in 2004, but the up-
coming presidential elections
have served only to turn their
nasty spats into open, all-out
warfare, with concern for the
people of Ukraine apparently
coming second.

Economic
Tsunami

Ukraine has appealed for
emergency loans from six of
the world’s richest countries
to help support its economy,
which has been battered by
the global financial crisis.

Yulia Tymoshenko, Prime
Minister of Ukraine, said her
government had sent letters to
the United States, Russia,
China, Japan, and the Euro-
pean Union asking for loans
to fill a shortfall in budget rev-
enues for this year.

“We have already received
a positive response from some
countries, including Russia,”
Tymoshenko said. “Russia is
ready to sign such loan agree-
ments.”

Reports have suggested
that Russia was prepared to
lend Ukraine as much as $5
billion. The United States is
still studying Ukraine’s re-
quest.

The urgent need for imme-
diate funds was precipitated
by the apparent reluctance of
the International Monetary
Fund to release the second
portion of the $16.5 billion
emergency loan that Ukraine

(Continued on Page 16.)
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So ave are some of the celebrants at the successful Malanka celebration in Ed-
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monton on Saturday, January 10.

A Successful Malanka in Edmonton

On Saturday, January 10,
the Edmonton Branch of the
AUUC celebrated yet another
successful Malanka.

Due to the extremely cold
weather for the past month
and a half, our Malanka Com-
mittee was worried that it
would be quite difficult to en-
tice people to leave their
warm cosy homes to attend
this year’s event. But through
perseverance and hard work,
entice them we did. As the
people were leaving for home,
some commented that this
was one of the best Malankas
in years.

Bill and Shirley Uhryn, our
hospodar and hospodynia
(host and hostess), met the
people at the entrance and
greeting them, in Ukrainian,
with “Shchaslyvoho novoho
roku” (Happy New Year)!

The guests proceeded up-
stairs to find their reserved
seats and to enjoy some pre-
supper special Ukrainian elixir
— including Slavutych pyvo
(beer) imported from Ukraine.
(Slavutych is the ancient name
for the Dnipro River which
flows through the capital,
Kyiv.) Our guests were then
invited down to the banquet
room, where they enjoyed a
scrumptious supper prepared
by the staff from Elegant Af-
fairs, our long-time caterers.

The concert program began
with MC Shirley Uhryn giv-
ing a short narrative on the
history of the Malanka holi-
day. This was followed by
Branch President Eugene

The Hammertones pro-
vided the music for dancing.
Above, Martin Kloppers is
shown playing the “cellator”,
which he invented.

(with soloist Paul Greene), a
song about a young Cossack
and his love for perogies.
While he was eating the
perogies which his sweetheart
had prepared, there appeared
what he thought were his en-
emies. In reality, they were
only hunters who, while he
hid, took the young maiden and
her perogies with them as
they left. Upon seeing this, he
approached the hunters,
pleading with them to give him
back the cherished perogies
— they could keep the girl!

MARCH 2009

At approximately 9:00 p.m.,
the fine Ukrainian band The
Hammertones, made up of
many of our members, some
of whom had entertained with
the performers at the National
Ukrainian Centennial Cel-
ebration in Regina, sprang into
action, playing music while
Bill Uhryn, Sasha Uhryn, and
Fred Antoniw sang many
Ukrainian favourites — thus
keeping the public happily
dancing the rest of the
evening.

— John Zeleniuk

Plawiuk’s New Year’s greet-
ing on behalf of the member-
ship, in which he expressed
the need for world peace. Mr.
Plawiuk said that the AUUC
is the longest-existing ethnic
organization in Canada, hav-
ing celebrated its 90th anniver-
sary in 2008.

The Trembita Male Chorus,
accompanied on piano by
Cultural Director Blyth
Nuttall, opened the concert
program with three songs —
“Po sadochku khodzu”, a
lovely Ukrainian folk song;
“Katusha”, the famous Rus-
sian folk song; and finally,
“Those Were The Days”,
with soloist Sasha Uhryn.

It was a beautiful sight in-
deed to witness the youthful
exuberance and excellence of
invited dancers from the
Yatran Dance Academy. The
dancers, under the tutelage of
esteemed instructors from
Ukraine Vasil Konovets and
his wife Anna, performed two
dances spectacularly and with
precision, endearing them-
selves to the audience which
reacted with prolonged ap-

plause.

Our newly created Trem-
bita Quintet, comprised of Bill
Uhryn, Paul Greene, and new
members from the Ukraine
Orest Hrechukh (who is
teaching Ukrainian language
in the hall), his wife Tatiana,
and Gafia Kalimoullina, enter-
tained the public with two
Ukrainian carols: “Oy novy-
na v nas novyna”, and “Dob-
ray vechir tobi pany hos-
podaryu”.

Next, we were entertained
by Discount Dan, a comedian
and friend of our members,
with comical anecdotes that
were received with much
laughter.

The Trembita Male Chorus
concluded the program with
the well known Ukrainian folk
song “Bandura” — a song
about the blind minstrel (ban-
dura player) and his love for
the beautiful maiden. He
promised that he would give
her his heart, if she would
give him hers.

The Chorus finished the
program with the popular
Ukrainian song “Perohy”

- B

Shown in the photographs above and below are guest
performers from the Yatran Dance Academy.

Recipe for a Vancouver
New Year!

Like a perogy, the 2009 Barvinok Choirs’ flavourful

The Trembita Male Chorus, accompanied by Blyth Nuttall,
sang two sets. Singing (left to right) are: Bill Uhryn, Victor
Uhryn, Orest Hrechukh, Paul Greene, Sasha Uhryn, Jay Smith
and Mike Uhryn.

— Story photos: Victor Horon
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The Trembita Quintet, composed of Bill Uhryn, Paul Greene
and new members Orest Hrechukh, Tatiana Hrechukh, and
Gafia Kalimoullina, accompanied by Blyth Nuttall, sang two
Ukrainian carols.

Malanka at the AUUC hall in
Vancouver on January 17,
was filled with the most de-
lightful ingredients.

In the mix were the Dov-
bush dancers, twirling an en-
ergetic “Metelytsya”. This
was one snow storm in Van-
couver that the crowd greeted
enthusiastically!

The celebration continued
at the 80-year-old hall with the

Sylvia Surett head ;hef (second from right) saring a

rendition of traditional songs.
When the curtain closed,
another stage was set, with a
feast of delicious food to make
any Malanka proud. And like
the wheat kernels in a well-
made kutia, the crowd stuck
together through the evening
for dancing and music from
the entertaining Joe Tesla

Band.
— Nina Hobbis

e
e

quieter moment with the kitchen crew. For more photos, see

page 16.
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Malanka 2009 in Regina

Celebrating Ukrainian New
Years at the Regina Perform-
ing Arts Centre on January 17
were 291 patrons, as well as
80 performers and volunteers.

The annual event is spon-
sored by the AUUC, Poltava
Ensemble and the School of
Ukrainian Performing Arts.

The evening started with
our hospodari Dave and
Teresa Wilson welcoming
guests as they entered.

)

Patrons at Regi

Sasha Lapchuk, Chair-
person of the AUUC Regina
Branch, greeted those pre-
sent, as well as asking for a
minute of silence for those
who were no longer with us.

The balance of the evening
was ably handled by MC’s
Ken Lozinsky and Dave
Wilson.

A winning format of appe-
tizers, a banquet and a cultural
program by the Poltava En-

’é\‘“
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ﬁa’s Malanka 2009enjoyed a buffet sup;;ér prepared by J.&J. Specialty

semble (as well as the Lileya
and Pre-Poltava Dancers),
concluding with the Ficor
Show Band, may account for
the popularity of this Malanka.
The Regina AUUC is grate-
ful to all the volunteers who
facilitated an enjoyable even-
ing, and in particular the
Malanka Committee: Bernie
Zopf, Cindy Greschner, Sasha
and Wanda Lapchuk, Zoya
Shmyr, John Horstman, Randy
McLeod, and Lynne and Alex

Lapchuk.
— A. Lapchuk

Foods and varenyky from the Ukrainian Cultural Centre. The tables were decorated with 60
kolachi (breads) prepared by Kelly Kaleniuk, Emily Laslo and Violet Yanko.

Super Bowl Party
in Toronto

N \
7 8 (

Some of the spectaor wo watched t‘Super BwI Gam

at the AUUC Cultural Centre in Toronto on February 1.

On Sunday, February 1, the
Toronto AUUC Branch held
its second annual Super Bowl
Party at the AUUC Cultural
Centre on Bloor Street.

On entry to the hall, each
of the 25 guests was offered

P —

"

several activities to help them
get into the spirit of the game.
After selecting a badge to
support his or her favoured
team, each person was invited
to take part in a thought-pro-
voking trivia contest, a bargain

-
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Trivia contest winners dlga Soldat, Fred Panasiuk, Jane
Jones, Samantha Jones, Pat Dzatko, and Joe Dzatko.

$1-a-square football pool, and
a 50/50 draw. Pre-game tel-
evision festivities were shown
as everyone mingled and en-
joyed a variety of snacks and
refreshments.

The spirit was further en-
hanced by the décor of the
room. Black and yellow table-
cloths honouring the Pitts-
burgh Steelers covered one
half of the tables and the red
and white of the Arizona Car-
dinals adorned the other half.

There was quite a buzz in
the place as the guests tried
to enter all of the contests
before the game-time dead-
line.

One trivia question in par-
ticular created quite a stir, with
everyone quickly reviewing
their high school knowledge
of the elements used in pro-
ducing steel (in reference to
the Pittsburgh team logo).

Just before kick off time, a
delicious meal of pasta casse-
role and Caesar salad was
served, followed by wonder-
ful desserts.

The game itself drew an
ongoing mixture of cheering,
clapping, groans of disappoint-
ment, and sighs of relief.

There was just as much va-
riety in the response to the fi-
nal score of 27- 23 for the
Pittsburgh Steelers. Regard-
less of one’s loyalty, though,
it was unanimous that this was
by far one of the most excit-
ing games in Super Bowl] his-
tory.

And sharing it together
made it the best ever for sure.

— B. Dobrowolsky

PAGE 9
— Story photos:Mark Greschner

The Lileya Dancers, under the direction of Lisa Shmyr and
Zack Evans, premiered the Transcarpatian dance “Uzhansky”.

L

Orisha Greschner and Bob Milleite are dancers with the
Lileya Dance Group, performing the premiere of “Uzhansky”
under the direction of Lisa Shmyr and Zack Evans.

Cindy Greschner and Bernie Zopf, members of the Malanka
executive, were all smiles at the attendance, and helped
distribute 30 prizes donated to the event by corporations and
individuals.
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Donna Bannman and Norman Sawchyn manned the
Poltava Reunion Table, encouraging all those involved in
the cultural activities and behind the scenes at the Ukrain-
ian Cultural Centre (Ukrainian Labour Temple) over the past
90 years to return for a renewal of old friendships and the
birth of new ones, and for all the memories of good times.
For more information email: reunion@poltava.ca or contact
the Ukrainian Centre at 1809 Toronto Street, Regina S4P
IM7 phone 306-522-1188 The three- day event is planned for
April 9, 10 & 11, 2010, at the Turvey Centre in Regina.
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Such Is Her Fate

Words: Taras H. Shevchenko

She is so ill-fated ... Dear Lord in your heaven!
Why punish so cruelly a maiden so young?

Because, so sincerely, she loved and responded |
To soft Cossack glances? An orphan forlorn! f

Whom else could she turn to? No father,
ne mother;
Alone like that fledgling in a far-away clime!

O give her good fortune—so young and so trusting,
Or strangers will mock her and slander her name,

Is a dove to be censured for tenderly loving?
Or her loved one to blame that a falcon did kill?

So—sad, broken-hearted, with all life grown weary, |
She flies and keeps searching, for one she i
loves still.

Where can he be resting—perhaps in some forest?
Or watering his steed in the Danube’s swift stream?

Or is he with someone, is he with another —
His first, dark-browed loved one, a vanishing
dream?

Repeat

Arrangement: V Zaremba English

Taka ii poasn. ..

THE UKRAINIAN CANADIAN HERALD

Taka ii gonna

Translation by Mary Skrypnyk

34 WO W TH Kapaew ii, moaoay?

Koro » iH awoutn?

3a Te, MO TaxK WKPO BOHAa noawbduaa
Kosaubkii oui? . .

PAGE 11

O 00we MId MUTHIF!

1 HAsiui

[TpocTH CcHpOTY! f

Hi farbka, Hi HeHbKH}

OnHa, K Ta NTaWKa B AaneKiM Kpa!

| Repeat Mowaun w TH il ponK — BoHAa MoaoaeHbka, | sivi
f bo aoaun wyxii ii 3acMiloTh. J
Uk BuHHA W roaybtka, uo roayda modutn?
Repeat YUu BHHeH TOH roayd, mo cokin yous?
CyMmye, BOpKY€, OinuM cBiTOM HyaHuTb, | JiBidi
Jlitae, wykae, ayma — 3abaynus, f
e MHAWA HOYYE: YK B TEMHOMY raw?
Uu B OGucTpim JlyHaw KoOH" Hanysa?
| Repeat Un mowe 3 Apyrow, Apyryio koxae, | Jisiui
f ii yopHoOpuey, ywe 3abypa? ]

Taras Shevchenko, who witnessed the suffering of his mother and sisters as serfs, frequently made the fate of women his theme. Long before feminism
raised consciousness of women'’s inequality, Taras Shevchenko was depicting the injustices suffered by women not only because of their class position as
serfs, but also because of gender inequality. The humanism of Shevchenko lies foremost in seeing the underlying humanity of each person, and standing
as an advocate of human dignity for all. Mary Skrypnyk has contributed much to the dissemination of Shevchenko’s legacy, particularly through transla-
tions like the one above, which first appeared in The Ukrainian Canadian forty years ago, in March 1969.

Edmonton Seniors —
Happy New Year!

“Celebrating birthdays were (left to right): Bill Chomyn,
Darlene Vinge (guest), Victor Horon, Rose Kereliuk, and Eva
Doskoch. Bill Uhryn, though present, is not in the picture.

The Edmonton AUUC Sen-
iors met for their regular so-
cial to honour the January
birthday members on January
20, 2009. The honour roll in-
cluded William Chomyn, Eva
Doskoch, Victor Horon, Rose
Kereliuk and William Uhryn.
Absent were Harry Nykoliw,
Jed Oleinyk and Mary
Romach.

Warm best wishes were
extended to all.

The theme for this month
was traditional Ukrainian
Christmas and New Year.
President Pauline Warick
spoke of the significance of
wheat, first by speaking of the
kutia.

William Uhryn then brought
traditional wishes that the yield
of crops be plentiful and the

livestock, such as the cows
and pigs, bear many. He even
hoped that the stork would
bring Virginia Tautchin a wee
bundle! With these wishes,
Bill brought wheat from the
Peace River country to each
table, rather than tossing it on
the floor as was traditionally
done.

Following that, Shirley
Uhryn drew our attention to
the significance of the sheaf
of wheat featured on the cen-
tre table. It has been said that
on the top of each head of
wheat rests the spirits of our
ancestors. We all lowered our
heads in a moment of silence
and respect in remembrance
of those who have gone be-
fore us.

Next was a cry for the evil

SANTOOTH

CONSTAVCTION
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Caledon, Ontario

Tel: 905 838-4566
Cell: 416 806-4566
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Senvicing Toronto, Mississauga, Brampton, Bolton, Caledon, Orangeville

By Eli Prociw
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spirits such as poverty, unem-
ployment, illness, disharmony,
death and strife to join us
NOW, or never to come to any
of those present for the rest
of the year.

The audience checked over
their shoulders and saw none
of the evil spirits coming down
the hallway, so we com-
menced eating a traditional
Ukrainian potluck meal
(Sviata vechera): kutia,
salmon, pickled herrings,
kapusta (sauerkraut and
peas), mashed beans with gar-
lic, pidpenky with gravy,
varenyky, holubtsi, pam-
pushky, and nachynka, as
well as studanetz, Ukrainian
garlic sausage, perohy and
meat balls. Traditional desserts
involving poppy seed and tra-
ditional cookies followed.

Pauline Warick then ad-

table.

Bill Uhryn delivered Peace River country wheat to each

dressed the audience to say
that the hall was in the proc-
ess of securing an elevator for
the handicapped and those in
need.

She entertained ideas for
field trip activities for the sen-
iors in the early summer. Sug-
gestions included a bus trip
with Anderson Tours, or an
excursion to the Rosebud
Theatre and surrounding area
in central Alberta.

Our Saskatchewan guest,
Walter Ballay, proposed a trip
to Watrous Lake mineral
springs in Saskatchewan.

Lastly, we received ac-
knowledgement of the seniors’
club donation to the Cuban
Hurricane Fund.

While all completed their
desserts, our resident musi-
cians played traditional music

i i,

CROPO
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1925-1998

on violin and accordion.

The food left over from the
banquet table was sold to
members who wanted to take
some home.

In addition, Mary Tropak
donated a poppy seed chiffon
cake for auction. It brought
$10.00 to the seniors’ kitty.
After fierce bidding, Sherry
Capowski was the winner!

— Shirley Uhryn

Happy
Birthday,

Friends!

o

The Edmonton AUUC
Senior Citizens Club
wishes a happy birthday to the
celebrants of March:

Lucy Antoniw
Lillian Koshelek
Mike Ursuliak

May you have good health,
happiness and a daily sense of
accomplishment as you go
through life.

The Vancouver Seniors
Club wishes the best of health
and happiness in the coming
year to March celebrant:

Margaret Hallstrom

Enjoy your day with family
and friends!
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The Edmonton General
Strike of 1919

The article printed below is an abbreviated and re-ed-
ited version of material which the author has posted to
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/5202/Edm1919.htm.
A related article “CALGARY 1919: THE BIRTH OF THE
OBU AND THE GENERAL STRIKE” may be found at
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/5202/Call1919. htm.

In May, 1919, a heat wave
crossed the province. Like the
heat wave, a mood of union
militancy was in the air across
Alberta, indeed across West-
ern Canada. A strike wave
would soon erupt, sweeping
the West like a prairie fire.

The Mathers Royal Com-
mission on Industrial Rela-
tions was going across
Canada trying to fathom the
unprecedented series of
strikes, that had been happen-
ing, since January, from Nova
Scotia to Victoria. Many of
these strikes were short-lived,
but as soon as one was re-
solved another would spring
up. The issues were the same;
workers wanted an eight-hour
day, one day off'in seven, and
recognition of their unions.

In Alberta, the battle was
on between the craft unions
representing the American
Federation of Labour and rep-
resented by the Edmonton
Trades and Labour Council
(the Edmonton District La-
bour Council’s predecessor)
and the fledgling industrial
union — the OBU (One Big
Union).

The OBU was gaining
strength and support across
Western Canada, in spite of
the craft unions’ domination in
Edmonton.

On May 13 and 14, 1919,
the papers were full of news
of the pending General Strike
in Winnipeg. The OBU was
strongest in Winnipeg. So
strong in fact, that the unions
in Manitoba had refused to
even talk with the Mathers
Royal Commission when it
toured the province days be-
fore the strike call.

Even the OBU was not pre-
pared to call a general strike
this early. Members were
planning for their May con-
gress in Calgary, where they
hoped to organize a general
strike for June.

Negotiations between the
metal trades unions and their
employers in Winnipeg, To-
ronto and Montreal had come
to a standstill. The metal
trades walked out, and the
Winnipeg Trades & Labour
Council called for a vote on a
sympathy strike.

On May 15, 1919, Winnipeg
workers had shut the city
down in a general strike. The
1ssues were still the same; the
eight-hour day, a six-day work
week, and recognition of the
OBU as bargaining agent. The
strike curtailed all major ship-
ping and communications be-
tween Eastern and Western
Canada, virtually isolating the
West.

All of Edmonton’s unions
quickly responded to the Win-
nipeg General Strike. The
Winnipeg Trades & Labour
Council had issued calls for
sympathy strikes, and the Ed-
monton Trades & Labour
Council called an emergency
meeting of all of Edmonton’s
unions for May 21.

At the meeting, two reso-
lutions were passed unani-
mously. The first was to hold
avote of all unions in Edmon-
ton to go on strike at 11:00
a.m. on Monday, May 26. This
resolution was forwarded to
the prime minister, the premier
and the mayors of Calgary,
Lethbridge and Medicine Hat.
The second resolution was to
compose a strike committee
immediately, made up of two
delegates from each union.

The strike vote was to be
held at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday,
May 25.

The mayor and city council
responded to the strike vote by
calling a special meeting for
7:30 p.m. on Friday, May 23.
The resolution called for del-
egations from employers, un-
ions that were taking the
votes, and ad hoc representa-
tives of non-organized em-
ployees, as well as concerned
citizens, to attend the special
city council meeting to avert
the strike if possible.

“City Aldermen Believe
Strike Here Unlikely” said the
Edmonton Journal. Edmon-
ton was different from other
cities, or so the aldermen had
thought. “We own all our own
utilities, phones and street car
operations unlike Winnipeg”
said one alderman.

Edmonton workers had
good relations with their em-
ployers. They were well rep-
resented by the International
Unions. They would not walk
out on their contract obliga-
tions, asserted Alderman
Grant at the special meeting.

Furthermore, the aldermen
felt that they could rely on the
union leadership after recent
turmoil in the Edmonton
Trades & Labour Council. The
dominance of the Interna-
tional Unions in maintaining
control of the E.T. & L.C.
was seen as a victory of the
moderates over the radicals.

Mayor Clarke pointed out
the councillors were not fac-
ing reality. Sympathy strikes
were happening in cities
across the West and the work-
ers were determined to sup-
port the right for union recog-
nition and collective bargain-
ing. He blamed war profiteers
who refused to recognize un-
ions and locked out their men.

He told aldermen that he
would avoid using the militia
to break the strike and that the
city would not endorse the use
of strikebreakers as recom-
mended by Alderman Grant.

The council ignored the
opinion of the mayor and the
strike committee, and assured
themselves that the honest,
upright employees in Edmon-
ton wouldn’t go on strike.
Their confidence in the con-
servative nature of the union
leadership would soon be
proven an underestimation of
the real militancy of the rank
and file.

The turnout for the strike
vote was overwhelming, with
39 of 45 unions voting. In
some cases the votes were
very close; in others, it was
an overwhelming majority.
The newly formed Edmonton
Police Association voted 74 to
4 in favour of strike action!

The final tally showed that
the majority had voted in fa-
vour of a city-wide general
strike. Thirty-five locals were
in favour; only four were to-
tally opposed. On an individual
basis, the final count was 1600
in favour of striking, with 500
opposed.

Edmontonians woke up
Monday morning to find that
there were no street cars or
taxis operating, city hall was
closed, and the number of po-
lice and fire patrols was re-
duced. There was no tel-
egraph in service and the
trains had stopped running.
Restaurant staff walked out,
and strikers closed shops that
were still open. Milk was be-
ing delivered to homes, but no
cheese or butter was avail-
able. City utilities were shut
down, except to vital areas
like hospitals. Street lamps
went off early, and the Edmon-
ton newspapers had to bring
in gas-powered generators to
run their presses. Packing
houses and cold storage went
without electricity or workers.
The telephone system was
shut down.

The strike committee set up
by the unions was now run-
ning the city. Mayor Joe
Clarke was negotiating with
strikers for the continuation of
essential services.

The strike committee had
organized itself into several
action committees to take
care of essential services,
propaganda and press re-
leases, pickets and health and
safety. Over three hundred
trade unionists were active on
various committees being co-
ordinated by the 75-member
steering committee.

The strikers announced
that they intended to stay out
until the end of the Winnipeg
strike.

As the strike wore on, both
the “Journal” and the “Bulle-
tin” denounced the workers as
dupes of the OBU. The
editorial articles argued that
the OBU was attempting to
overthrow the duly elected
government and set up Soviet

power in both Winnipeg and
Edmonton. The accusation
was that the unions were be-
ing lead by radical ‘aliens’ who
should be arrested and de-
ported.

The papers were particu-
larly hard on the mayor of
Winnipeg as a dupe of the Bol-
sheviks in the OBU, and ac-
cused Mayor Clarke in Ed-
monton of the same duplicity.

Alderman Grant, a past
president of the Edmonton
Board of Trade (aka the
Chamber of Commerce), and
his allies on the Board of
Trade and on City Council, or-
ganized a Citizens’ Commit-
tee. The Citizens’ Committee
provided automobile transpor-
tation for students and teach-
ers still attending school and
for the postal workers.

The strike committee had
allowed reduced hours for the
street cars and was diverting
power from the utilities for
hospitals, schools, the fire halls
and police station. Alderman
Grant continually demanded
that the city use strikebreak-
ers to keep the utilities and
street cars running.

Mayor Clarke refused to
endorse the use of strike-
breakers, stating that as long
as he was still mayor he would
not tolerate strike breaking by
the Board of Trade or their
Citizens’ Committee.

Regular communications
were maintained between
Winnipeg and the city through
representatives of the strike
committee, as well as mem-
bers of the Board of Trade.

The returned veterans from
the war, who were facing un-
employment and no govern-
ment compensation, were ap-
pealed to by both the strikers
and the Citizens’ Committee.
The latter asked them to form
militia units to protect strike-
breakers and force strikers
back to work. The unions
raised demands that veterans
should get full compensation
and more jobs should be cre-
ated for the returning soldiers.

The Great War Veterans
Association (GWVA) passed
a resolution stating that they
would not interfere in the
strike in anyway, though many
of their members had joined
the strikers’ cause.

Unorganized workers had
walked out as well, especially
those working in the Chinese
restaurants and laundries. The
strike committee had made a
special effort to contact and
organize these workers, and
had been successful. Facing
the double burden of being un-
organized and considered “al-
iens” fit for deportation, Chi-
nese workers in Edmonton
bravely walked out anyway.

More strikes were being
called. Coal miners and rail-
way workers were out on in-
dependent strikes over hours
of work and wages. Metal
workers were on strike
across Canada over the same
issue. This meant that less
coal was being delivered to
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the city, further reinforcing the
power of the strike commit-
tee. Coal lay un-mined, and
that which had been mined
was undeliverable, lying on
unmoving rail cars on side-
tracks just outside the city.

In spite of attempts by lo-
cal businessmen, with the en-
dorsement of the press, to or-
ganize strikebreakers, the city
continued to run. This was
because of Mayor Clarke’s
regular negotiations with the
strike committee.

Some unions returned to
work under orders from their
International representatives.
Still, on June 11, the “Journal”
reported that 36 of 45 unions
were still out in sympathy with
the strikers in Winnipeg.

The strike would flare up,
repeatedly, as postal workers
were locked out by the Fed-
eral government and when
force was used to put down
the strike in Winnipeg. Edmon-
ton workers held mass rallies
in the Market Square, de-
nouncing the actions of the
government and calling for
fair play for Winnipeg work-
ers.

“Month And A Day Old
Strike In City Called Off”
read the headline in the “Bul-
letin” on the morning of June
27,1919. The city had almost
returned to normal over the
previous week. There were
still restricted deliveries, re-
duced lighting, street car serv-
ices and far fewer stores open
than normal.

In a strike that was pre-
dicted to last only till May 31,
1919, Edmonton workers
showed that they would defy
the predictions of politicians,
editorial writers and business-
men alike.

True to their word Edmon-
ton trade unions supported
those in Winnipeg to the end.
They proved that they could
effectively govern as a strike
committee, regardless of the
opposition they faced. Unfor-
tunately, this also meant that
the press would paint the un-
ions and their allies as radicals,
subversives and Bolsheviks. It
meant that the unions would
have to fight harder for edito-
rial support from the press in
the future.

Another casualty of the
strike was Joe Clarke. He
would lose re-election as
mayor because of his support
of the workers.

Workers had shown their
ability to organize, and the
E.T. & L.C. would go on to
elect trade unionists to city
council for the next 75 years.
Several of those active in the
strike committee, such as Dan
Knott, would go on to become
aldermen and mayors of Ed-
monton.

The results of 1919 are still
with us today. Gains were
made in collective bargaining
and union recognition. The
eight-hour day and six-day
week became the norm.

— Eugene Plawiuk
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THE SHEVCHENKO HERITAGE
IN UKRAINIAN MUSIC

The article printed below,

lightly re-edited, was writ-

ten by the late Eugene Dolny, and appeared in The
Ukrainian Canadian magazine forty years ago, in March,
1969. The work reminds us of the pervasiveness of Taras
Shevchenko’s legacy in Ukrainian culture.

It was the late Maxim
Rylsky who said, “It would be
difficult to name a poet who
had such meaning in the life
of his people as Taras Shev-
chenko.” For truly, the spirit
of Shevchenko was all perva-
sive, leaving an indelible im-
print in literature, art, music,
as well as in the social and cul-

tural development of the
Ukrainian people.

Born at a time when his
people had already written glo-
rious pages in the history of
their liberation struggles, and
traversed through centuries in
the development of Ukrainian
culture, his task was to syn-
thesize in his writings all the

finest that had been achieved
by the democratic Ukrainian
culture, awaken the self-
awareness of his people, el-
evate their material con-
sciousness, and to show to his
people and the world, with all
the beauty and strength of his
literary resources, the im-
mense spiritual wealth of his
people, their limitless creative
potential.

“His poetry was born as
poetry of struggle, truth, hu-
manism, a poetry of great
hope in the future”, character-

Taka ii gona (Such Is Her Fate)

Words: Taras H. Shevchenko

Arrangement: V Zaremba
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The words to this song, with a singable translation into English by Mary Skrypnyk, origi-
nally presented in The Ukrainian Canadian in March, 1969, can be found on page 11.

Taras Shevchenko, self-
portrait, 1854.

ized a great Ukrainian con-
temporary writer Oles Hon-
char. “His word is simple and
necessary as heaven and
earth, bread and water, it is
captivating and nourishes
many generations, speaking
about life, love, hate, native
country, peace,” adds M.
Tikhonov, an equally re-
nowned contemporary Rus-
sian poet.

Shevchenko laid the foun-
dation for the modern literary
language of the Ukrainian peo-
ple. It was this language, this
literary heritage, infused with
love of one’s people, love of
all downtrodden humanity and
hatred of oppression, that
nourished a Pleiad of writers
and thinkers beginning with
Ukrainian classical writers
Kotsiubynsky, Panas Mirny,
Marko Vovchok, Lesya
Ukrainka, Ivan Franko, and
Vasil Stefanyk, and continuing
to such Soviet Ukrainian writ-
ers as Rylsky, Bazhan, Ty-
chyna, Malyshko, Sosiura,
Voronko, Pavlychko, Drach
and many others.

But this nourishment, this
captivating spirit and beauty,
served not only the men of
letters. Music, too, was to re-
vitalize and feel the impact of
the democratic spirit of his
legacy, so deeply rooted in
Ukrainian folk character. He
showed the direction for art-
ists to take: the path of their
people, always maintaining
the closest connection with
them, dipping ever deeper into
their folklore in which can be
found the people’s soul, find-
ing new forms to express
some of the great wisdom
found therein, as well as the
people’s hopes and aspira-
tions.

The meaning of Shev-
chenko to his people, their
love for him, was already evi-
dent during his lifetime.

He was hailed by progres-
sive thinkers in society. Cher-
nyshevsky and Dobrolyubov
paid great tribute to the Bard,
stating that with his advent,
Ukrainian literature needs fa-
vours from no one; for here is
truly Ukraine’s poet.

His people paid him, per-
haps, the highest tribute: his
poetry was accepted by them
and returned in the form of
songs that were extensively
sung through-out his beloved
Ukraine. Among those were
such songs as “Tyazhko,
vazhko v sviti zhyty syroti
bez rodu”, (How Difficult to
Live for an Orphan Alone),
“Dumy moyi” (Thoughts of
Mine), “Yest na sviti dolya”
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(In the World There’s For-
tune) and many others. With
the passing of time, more and
more such folk songs were
created to his lyrics, the most
famous one, of course, was
his “Mighty Dnipro”, or “Reve
to stohne, Dnipr shyrokiy”.

Some of his works were
also used by workers in their
political struggles. An exam-
ple of this is brought to light
by a great Ukrainian musi-
cologist Mykola Hrinchenko.
In 1905 the workers of
Kharkiv, during political dem-
onstrations, sang a song to the
tune of the Russian folk song
“Stenka Razin”. The lyrics
were based on Shevchenko’s
“Jan Hus”. Instead of talking
of the “apostolic throne” as in
Shevchenko, the workers
changed it to “a well fed pig
sits on the Russian throne”.
Further, in keeping with
Shevchenko’s “Jan Hus”, they
speak with confidence that
truth will prevail, freedom will
come and thrones will be no
more.

Recent findings have
shown that composers com-
menced setting music to Shev-
chenko’s Kobzar as early as
1858, while Shevchenko was
still alive. Documents show
that in 1858 there existed a
“Ukrainian romantic opera
Katerina by Shevchenko.”
Unfortunately the music has
not been found. Only mention
of it was found in a collection
of librettos issued at the time.

But it was Mykola Lysenko
(1842-1912), the founder of
the Ukrainian classical school
of music that was the first
great interpreter of Shev-
chenko’s Kobzar. From child-
hood young Lysenko studied
Shevchenko’s poetry and
knew it exceptionally well.
This knowledge served as a
never-ending source of inspi-
ration and material for his fu-
ture works. It is also signifi-
cant that Lysenko’s first com-
position was written to the
Bard’s “Testament”, in 1868.
From that time on he kept re-
turning to the Kobzar, creat-
ing over 80 compositions —
ranging from songs and ro-
mances to monumental canta-
tas. Among them are such
outstanding compositions as
“Jan Hus” for male chorus,
“Ivan Pidkova”, “Dream”,
“Rejoice, 0 Wilderness”, “To
The Everlasting Memory of
Kotlyarevsky”, “Hamaliya”,
“Haidamaki”, and many oth-
ers. He was most successful
in capturing the character and
spirit of Shevchenko’s poetry.

After Lysenko followed a
host of others — Zaremba,
who wrote 30 songs and ro-
mances, Nischinski, with his
music to Shevchenko’s “Nazar
Stodolya”, Arkas and his op-
era Katerina, Stetsenko with
his numerous romances and
choral selections, Stepovey,
Synytsia, Yavotsky, Vakhnya-
nin, Demutsky, Vorobkevich,
as well as such Russian com-
posers as Chaikovsky, Rach-

(Continued on Page 15.)
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Obama

(Continued from Page 4.)
major depression. The “Pow-
ers That Be” are well aware
of the fact that an economy
dangerously out of control
could undermine and destroy
their privileged economic sta-
tus in society.

With reference to American
foreign policy, which is inex-
tricably linked to the economy,
all indicators point to the harsh

THE

policy. Roughly half of the
American national budget is
geared to war and military ex-
penditures. A significant com-
ponent of American industry
in a number of states relies
heavily on manufacturing ar-
maments for war. It is reason-
ably safe to assume that
President Obama will suc-
cumb to the power and influ-
ence of the war industry, and
in all likelihood he will reas-
sign troops from Iraq to Af-
ghanistan.

reality that President Obama

UKRAINIAN CANADIAN HERALD

The Obama Administration
has an electoral mandate to
effect change; and President
Obama can exercise the op-
tion for change, if he so
chooses in an effort to solve
the economic crisis and give
new direction to American
foreign policy. However, reso-
lution of the American crisis
necessitates “structural re-
forms”; the behaviour of the
Obama Administration thus
far precludes that possibility.

— Mike Uhryn

will be hitting a brick wall
should he attempt any major
changes. The “American
Power Structure” is neither
receptive, nor is it prepared,
to entertain substantive
changes to American foreign

Who, What, When, Where

Toronto — The Taras H. Shevchenko Museum and
Memorial Park Foundation will hold its Annual General
Meeting at the AUUC Cultural Centre, 1604 Bloor Street
West, starting at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 7. Observers
are welcome. At 6:00 p.m., a dinner ($17.00) will be served,
with entertainment. For more information, call 416-534-8662.

(Continued from page 4.)
descendants, the AUUC was
well ahead of most other

* * *

Toronto — The Toronto AUUC Branch will host
Cabaret Afternoon with Adam Timoon, at 1:00 p.m.
(doors open at noon) on Sunday, March 8 at the AUUC
Cultural Centre, 1604 Bloor Street West. Hors d’oeuvres
and refreshment will be served. Seating is limited. For your
reservation, call Connie at 416-255-5623. Admission:
$15.00.

* * *

Welland — The Welland AUUC Branch and the Na-
tional Shevchenko Musical Ensemble of Canada present
the Shevchenko Choir and the Welland Mandolin Orches-
tra in concert, with a diverse and exciting program, at the
Polish Cultural Centre, 595 Ontario Road, starting at 3:00
p.-m. on Sunday, March 29. For more information or to order
tickets, call Clara at 905-732-4716 in Welland or the
Shevchenko Ensemble at 416-533-2725 in Toronto. Ad-
mission: $20.00.

Readers of the Ukrainian Canadian Herald are in-
vited to submit items of interest to the progressive
Ukrainian Canadian community for free listing in this
column. The deadline for material is the 10th of the
month preceding the month of publication.

Sustaining Fund

Donations

Floyd & Elsie Williston, Winnipeg MB

In memory of Alice Bilecki .......................... $100.00
Floyd & Elsie Williston, Winnipeg MB

In memory of Alice Bilecki, Kay Klaus,

Anastasia Zurawecki, Doris Mokoid............ 100.00
Helen Hrynchyshyn, Vancouver BC .................... 100.00
Michael Stefiuk, Mississauga ON............ccceeeueene 100.00
Anne Koivu, Chelmsford ON .........ccovvvviiiiiinnnnnnn. 70.00
Sophie Nemis, Winnipeg MB ...........ccccccevveenernnnn. 50.00
Miro Procaylo, Winnipeg MB ........c.cccccevevrennnne. 30.00
Nancy Stewart, Toronto ON ........c.ccccvveeevieecreeennnn. 25.00
Mary Akerly, Calgary AB .....ccccovvvviveeciiieiieiens 20.00
Helen & Samuel Baker, Toronto ON.................... 20.00
Gloria Meeder, Westbank BC.............coovvnvnnenn. 20.00
Brian Warick, Edmonton AB ........cccovvviiiiiiininnnen. 20.00

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THESE CONTRIBU-
TIONS AND THANKTHE DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROS-
ITY.IF YOURDONATION HAS NOT APPEARED ON THE
PAGES OF THE “UCH”, WATCH FOR IT IN FUTURE
ISSUES.

Its Existence Mattered

Ukrainian organizations in
learning to cope with the
forces of assimilation. Even-
tually the immigrants of the
third wave also had to recog-
nize that assimilation was an
objective process which could
not be stopped.

Drawing on their political,
financial and other resources,
which far exceeded the re-
sources at the command of
the AUUC, the immigrants of
the third wave could establish
valuable mechanisms for her-
itage maintenance, such as
funding for Ukrainian lan-
guage instruction in public
schools. In their own work,
however, these institutions had
to turn increasingly to using
English, as the AUUC had
done thirty years earlier.

The AUUC adjusted to po-
litical changes over time,
while maintaining its generally
progressive philosophy. For
example, The ULFTA cham-
pioned the cause of trade un-
ionism, and the AUUC es-
poused the peace movement
in the 1950s. When these
movements had grown and
were no longer dependent on
the AUUC, the organization
devoted more attention to
other matters.

In the last twenty years,
there have been tremendous
changes in the world, and the
AUUC has been, and is,
changing in response. The dis-
solution of the so-called so-
cialist system of states has
changed the conditions for in-
teraction with Ukraine. There
has been another wave of
Ukrainian immigration to
Canada, an immigration with
its own unique characteristics.

The new facts of life in the
last two decades create new
opportunities and pose new
challenges, and the constant
discussion in the AUUC about
the path to follow has risen to
anew pitch. Serious questions
are being considered about
culture and about politics, and
about the relationship be-
tween the two in today’s
AUUC.

Often the discussion re-
veals an understanding which
pits one aspect against another
as mutually exclusive. Per-
haps it would be well to recall
the broad understanding of our
pioneers, which integrated the
various aspects of their life.

: JOIN US!

Join us for a new season of AUUC
activities! Each Branch has a unique
schedule of events and activities. To
discover what we have to offer, contact
the AUUC in your area:

AUUC NATIONAL OFFICE

National Executive Committee AUUC

595 Pritchard Avenue

Winnipeg MB R2W 2K4

Phone: 800-856-8242 Fax:(204) 589-3404
E-mail: auuckobzar@mts.net

VANCOUVER BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre

805 East Pender Street

Vancouver BC V6A 1V9

Phone: (604) 254-3436 Fax:(604)254-3436
E-mail: auucvancouver@telus.net

CALGARY BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre
3316-28 Avenue SW
Calgary AB T3EORS
Phone: (403)246-1231

EDMONTON BRANCH

Ukrainian Centre
11018-97 Street
EdmontonAB T5H2M9
Phone: (780)424-2037
E-mail:auucedm@telus.net

INNISFREE BRANCH

c¢/o Mike Feschuk

Box 216

Innisfree AB  TOB 2GO
Phone: (780)592-2127

VEGREVILLE BRANCH

c/o Lil Humeniuk

Box 481

Vegreville AB T9C 1R6
Phone: (780) 632-3021

REGINA BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre
1809 Toronto Street
ReginaSK  S4P 1M7
Phone: (306) 522-1188

WINNIPEG BRANCH

Ukrainian Labour Temple

591 Pritchard Avenue

WinnipegMB R2W 2K4

Phone: (204) 582-9269  Fax: 589-3404

OTTAWA BRANCH

c/o Robert Seychuk

24 Attwood Crescent
Ottawa ON K2E 5A9
Phone: (613)228-0990

SUDBURY BRANCH
Jubilee Centre
195 Applegrove Street
Sudbury ON P3C 1N4
Phone: (705) 674-5534

TORONTO BRANCH

AUUC Cultural Centre

1604 Bloor Street West

Toronto ON M6P 1A7

Phone: (416) 588-1639  Fax: 588-9180
wilfredszczesny(@gmail.com

WELLAND BRANCH

Ukrainian Labour Temple
342 Ontario Road
WellandON L3B5C5
Phone: (905) 732-5656

E-mail: calauuc@telus.net

Fax: (780) 424-2013
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Taras
Shevchenko
Museum

Shevchenko Biography:
Quick facts

1814 - March 9

Taras Shevchenko was born into the serf family of Hrehory
and Kateryna Shevchenko, belonging to landowner P.
Engelhardt in the village of Moryntsi, central Ukraine.

1816 - January

The Shevchenko family moved to the village of Kerelivka
(now Shevchenkove), where Taras spent his childhood years.

1822 - October

Shevchenko began to study reading and writing, under the
tutelage of church deacons.

1825 - March

Taras was orphaned.

1828 - Autumn

The Engelhardt household, including Shevchenko, moved to
Vilnius, Lithuania.

1831 -

Because of rising popular unrest in Poland and Lithuania,
Engelhardt moved his entourage to St. Petersburg, and the
following year apprenticed Shevchenko to the painter Shiryaev
for four years.

1835 - July

While drawing statues in the St. Petersburg Summer Gar-
dens, Shevchenko was noticed by fellow countryman and art
student I. Soshenko, who recognized Taras’s talent.

1838 - April 22

In his 24th year, Shevchenko’s freedom was purchased for
2,500 rubles, raised by a lottery of a painting of V. Zhukovsky
by K. Bryullov.

1840 - Spring

The first collection of Shevchenko’s poems was published
under the title Kobzar (Minstrel).

1843 - April

On a trip to Ukraine, Shevchenko visited various cities and
villages, including Kerelivka (for the first time in 14 years).

1845 -

Shevchenko graduated from the Imperial Academy of Arts,
and left on his second trip to Ukraine. In Kyiv he was ap-
pointed to the Archeological Commission. During this year, he
wrote “Zapovit” (My Testament).

1846 -

Shevchenko participated in the Cyril and Metody Society,
which was opposed to serfdom.

1847 - April 5

Shevchenko was arrested by the Tsarist Russian police, and
underwent extensive questioning. He was sentenced to 25
years military service as a rank-in-file soldier, and exiled to
distant Orenburg, with an order in the Tsar’s handwriting for-
bidding him to write and paint.

1848 -

Shevchenko was allowed to participate as an artist in an
expedition to explore the Aral Sea.

1849 - November

Shevchenko returned to Orenburg with the expedition. He
continued to write poems in small notebooks which he hid in
his boot.

1850 -

Shevchenko was arrested again, for disobeying orders not
to write or paint, and banished to even more remote

Welcome to the only
Taras Shevchenko Museum in the Americas!

3anpoutyemo 0o Eounozo na AmepukancbKomy
Konmunenmi Myszero Tapaca Illeeuenxal

Open Monday to Friday
10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Weekends and Holidays by Appointment

Free Admission — Donation Appreciated
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Novopetrovsk Fortress, on the eastern shore of the Caspian
Sea (today, Fort Shevchenko).

1857 -

Shevchenko was released after persistent efforts by friends.
He travelled to Nizhny Novgorod, but was not allowed to en-
ter St. Petersburg.

1858 -

After another intercession, he journeyed to St. Petersburg
and Moscow.

1859 -

Shevchenko visited family and friends in Ukraine. In July,
he was arrested again, and accused of making anti-govern-
ment and blasphemous speeches. He was barred from living
in Ukraine, and returned to St. Petersburg.

1860 - January

Shevchenko’s Kobzar, the third edition during his lifetime,
was published. During this year, Shevchenko concentrated on
engraving with aquatint. In this year, the Academy of Arts
Council awarded Shevchenko the title of Engraver Academi-

cian.
1861 -

In February, Shevchenko wrote his last verse.
On March 10, Taras Shevchenko died.
On March 12, he was buried in Smolensk Cemetery in St.

Petersburg.

On May 6, his body was disinterred and moved to Kaniv.
On May 22, he was buried on Chernecha hill, near Kaniv,

by the Dnipro River.

k ok %k
Authoritative sources indicate that Taras Shevchenko pro-

duced over 1,000 works of art. He is acknowledged as one of
the outstanding realist painters in mid-19th century Ukrainian

and Russian art.

Shevchenko’s writings — especially his poetry — have been
published in thousands of volumes, including translations into
the major languages of the world. Taras Shevchenko, founder
of the new Ukrainian literature, is considered one of the great-
est humanist writers of all times.

DID YOU KNOW THAT

* The Shevchenko Museum in Toronto in the only
Shevchenko museum in the world that is on the internet.

* The Shevchenko Museum web site has been visited by
almost 190,000 visitors since March 2000.

* When you search for Taras Shevchenko on internet search
engines, like Google and Yahoo, the Shevchenko Museum’s
web site appears the second in the list.

* Museum Board Member Andrew Gregorovich was re-
cently awarded a medal by V. Ohrysko, Ukrainian Minister of
Foreign Affairs, for his outstanding cultural contribution to the
Ukrainian Canadian community.

* Cambridge University in England recently requested from
the Shevchenko Museum in Toronto copies of Shevchenko’s

paintings.

New Fund-Raising
for the Museum

The Shevchenko Museum
has announced a new fund-
raising initiative: gift cards.

Working through Fund-
script, a Montreal-based com-
pany which specializes in
fund-raising for not-for-profit
groups, the Shevchenko Mu-
seum has arranged to market
gift cards for purchases at
various retailers.

Information provided by
Shevchenko Museum Direc-
tor Lyudmyla Pogoryelov in-
dicates that the program al-
lows the institution’s support-
ers to shop at no extra cost
while contributing to the Shev-
chenko Museum.

How does this work?

A museum supporter buys
a gift card, paying the face
value of the card. The card
may be used by the purchaser,
or given as a gift to someone
else. Whoever has the card
may purchase goods or serv-
ices from a variety of retail-
ers, paying up to the face
value of the card. That is, a

hundred dollar card, say,
which cost $100.00, will buy
$100.00 of goods or services.
It costs the buyer nothing ex-
tra to use the card instead of
cash. The Shevchenko Mu-
seum gets a commission from
Fundscript, different cards
providing different commis-
sions.

The cards never expire in
Ontario, and usually expire in
two years in other jurisdic-
tions.

The list of retailers include
grocery chains, gas stations,
restaurants and coffee shops,
drug stores, department
stores, and many other retail-
ers. The cards come in vari-
ous denominations.

The Museum can provide
an order form with a list of
options (see the contact infor-
mation at left). Information
about Fundscript and the op-
tions offered is available at the
web site www.fundscript.ca.

These cards are great gifts!

— Wilfred Szczesny
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Shevchenko
Heritage

(Continued from Page 13.)
maninov and Moussorgsky.

A number of compositions
written by Soviet Ukrainian
composer Liudkevich belong
to this period: his cantata
“The Caucasus”, an indict-
ment of tsarism, war and co-
lonial conquest, as well as the
cantata “My Testament”, both
written for chorus, soloists
and symphony orchestra.

While these compositions
live on, the greatest number of
musical works based on Shev-
chenko’s lyrics, as well as
compositions dedicated to
him, were composed after the
Socialist Revolution. Among
the reasons for this, of course,
is the fact that education be-
came available to the widest
masses, to sons and daughters
of workers and peasants,
thereby enabling new talents
to advance and develop as
they had never done before.
New composers were born.

Today the list of Soviet
Ukrainian composers is a
most impressive one, both in
number and in stature: Re-
vutsky, Liatoshinsky, Shto-
harenko, Verekivsky, Kozy-
tsky, Dankevich, Zhukovsky,
Nadenenko, Maiboroda,
Svyechnikov, Meytus, Drem-
liuha, Homolyaka, Kos-Ana-
tolsky, Kolessa, Kereyko,
Kolodub and Skoryk, to name
but a few.

Throughout the course of
their creative activity all the
above-mentioned composers,
as well as others, turned to the
greatest genius of their peo-
ple, Taras Shevchenko. They
found new meaning in his po-
etry, understood him better
after having experienced the
dawning of the new era in
their socialist society. They
continue receiving “nourish-
ment” to this day, and are as
captivated by his prophetic
and beautiful words as were
his contemporaries.

Over 150 composers have
created close to 1,000 compo-
sitions to Shevchenko’s lyrics.
They range from simple songs
to great choral and symphonic
canvasses, operas, ballets,
touching every musical genre
imaginable. This is a great
tribute to the Bard by the
composers of his beloved
Ukraine, and can be multiplied
many more times if we ven-
ture into other sections of the
arts, and into society as a
whole, for the same can be
witnessed there.

Shevchenko will continue to
have an honoured place
among Ukrainians and among
peoples of the Soviet Union as
they march forward in their
quest for new horizons. He
will also have an honoured
place among all people that
are fighting against oppres-
sion, for freedom and human-
ism. They will continue in their
tributes as he will continue to
inspire mankind.

—Eugene Dolny
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Volyn’s Gift

Michael Curry, one of the
producers of the Ukrainian
television program “Kontakt”,
has been a supporter and a
longtime friend of the Welland
Ukrainian Mandolin orchestra.
He is also a strong supporter
and good friend of the re-
nowned Ukrainian folk group,
Volyn.

On Michael’s last trip to
Ukraine, where he spoke with
members of the group, Volyn
director Alexander Stadnyk
expressed his surprise that
there was a mandolin orches-
tra in Welland performing
Ukrainian folk music and
songs.

Mr. Stadnyk gave Michael
Curry a complimentary copy
of a book published in cel-
ebration of Volyn’s 30th anni-
versary to pass along to the
Welland group. The book con-
tains many beautiful colour
photographs of their singers,

THE UKRAINIAN CANADIAN HERALD

— Photo.: Joe Panetta

Rudy Wasylenky (left) and Clara Babiy accept the book

The Volyn Choir Sings from Michael Curry.

musicians and dancers, as
well as over 100 songs, com-
plete with music and words.

Michael presented this
book to the orchestra on Janu-
ary 18,2009, in Welland .

The inscription on the inside
cover reads:

Presented to Rudy Wasy-
lenky and the Welland

Ukrainian Mandolin Or-
chestra knowing that you
can make use of much of this
incredible repertoire! Best
wishes for many more years
of music making.
Michael Curry
January 18/2009
Welland Ontario
— R. Wasylenky
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Coming to the Reunion

Chris Temple, alumnus of
the Poltava Ensemble Danc-
ers, is now a performer in Las
Vegas. He is the second
former Poltava Ensemble
dancer to appear on the stages
of Vegas, the first being
Donna Bobyck.

Christopher began his pro-
fessional dance career in
2000, with the Oklahoma City
Ballet. He then went on to
dance with the Nashville Bal-
let and the USA Ballet.

In 2003, he got a job danc-
ing for Royal Caribbean Pro-
ductions and performed on
one of their cruise ships for
eight months.

He went on to work for
Stiletto Productions aboard
Holland America Cruise Lines
and Princess Cruises Produc-
tions.

In 2006 he moved to Las
Vegas, where he got a job
dancing in Jubilee!, one of

More Photos from
Vancouver’s Malanka

The Barvinok Choir under the direction of Beverly Dobrinsky
added a festive flair to the evening. They are accompanied
by Tatyana Savchyshyn on the piano.

Performing their new Ko"zacholeoak, are the female
members of the Dovbush Dancers.

=l

the Kozachok/Hopak.

Jake Hobbis and Montana Hunter taking centre stage in

s

The Dovbush Dancers ;‘played” in the snow with their ren-

] L ] ] L

dition of “Metelytsya”.

e

ing in the fun of a Kolomeyka.

>

Guests lining up to enjoy the delicious Ukrainian cuisine.
— Story photos: Dan and Cameron Fung

Guests enthuéiésticélly dancig the night away and shar-

|

i

i

—
Christopher Temple

Las Vegas’ longest running
and most lavish production
shows.

He performs nightly at
Bally's Hotel and goes to
school during the day, study-
ing communications at the
College of Southern Nevada.

Chris is looking forward to
attending the AUUC Poltava
Reunion in April, 2010.

Ukrainian
News Briefs

(Continued from Page 5.)
had negotiated with the IMF
last fall. The first portion of
$4.5 million was transferred to
Ukraine last fall, but the sec-
ond portion of $1.9 billion was
recently denied by the IMF,
due partly to Tymoshenko’s
reluctance to cut social spend-
ing (as demanded by the U.S.-
based IMF).

Predictably, President
Viktor Yushchenko (who is
locked in a tooth-and-nail war
with Tymoshenko for the
presidency next year) labelled
the possible Russian loan as
treacherous, and compared it
with the 1939 Nazi-Soviet
pact.

Tymoshenko replied, “Eve-
rything the President has said
is untrue.”

Banana Prison

The Ukrainian secret serv-
ice — the SBU — impounded
a Greek-owned cargo ship
loaded with bananas as part
of a drug smuggling investiga-
tion.

No drugs were found but,
five months later, the ship is
still under arrest. The security
chiefs have said that they will
not release the ship, but will
not say why.

In the meantime, the crew
of the ship (docked in
Odessa) has been issued with
nuclear war-style biohazard
suits and respirators to protect
them from the toxic rotting
bananas.

Valery Osipov, head of a
local ecology group, said: “We
are now raising this with the
SBU, the port authority, and
the regional environment de-
partment.

“They need to understand
the situation and release the
crew from this ‘banana

2 9

prison’.
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